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Imam, is the first to fall, then others go out and fight
and are slain, and next 'Aly Akbar, the eldest son of
Hoseyn, -who is determined  to be the   first  of   his.
family to die for the Imam.

The death of' Kasirn, son of Hasan, immediately
after his marriage with Fatima, a daughter of his
uncle Hoseyn, is one of the more striking of these
preliminary encounters, and forms the subject of a
special ceremony in the Moharram festival. On the
seventh day this scene is acted, and the acting is
not confined to the performance in the theatre. A
wedding procession winds through the streets by
night. The wedding presents come first, surrounded
by armed men; richly dressed servants carry salvers
with fruit and flowers and sweetmeats. The bridal
litter follows, gorgeously embellished with silver and
lighted up by a crowd of torch-bearers. Musicians
close the rear, and a multitude of spectators. They
come to the theatre, and with joyous shouts make the
tour of the inclosure, finally placing the wedding gifts
by the model of the Tombs. Hardly are the gifts
deposited, when another procession appears. A long
line of mourners, bearing the bier of the martyred
bridegroom, surrounded by wailing people, who lead,
in their midst the horse of the martyi*, on which are
hung his turban, sword, and arrows, solemnly traverses
the theatre, just as the joyous bridal party had
traversed it before, and takes up its station, like the
other, by the Tombs. And then the play goes on.
No more powerful or effective contrast could be
imagined. The thought of the bridegrgom tearing